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REFLECTIONS 


PHYSICAL and MORAL, &c. 


LETTER E 


1K: 
, ü O U have often remarked in Converſa- 


tion, that theſe laſt nine or ten Years 
have produc'd more Earthquakes and 
other unuſualPhenomena in Nature, than ever hap- 
pen'd in the World in the ſame Space of Time ſince 


the general Deluge. You obſerved too, upon the 


Occaſion, as I remember, that you muſt look 
upon them as preparatory to ſome great Event, 
which ſeem'd to be near at hand, and conſe- 
quently, as Signs ſent to rouze Mankind out of 
their preſent Lethargy. The late very uncom- 


mon, as well as extraordinary Commotions in 


the Water, obſerv'd firſt at Port/mouth, then 
felt in Holland and other Places to the North- 
ward, and immediately ſucceeded by the total 


Deſtruction of one of the moſt opulent, popu- 


lous, and, to the Eye (as view'd from the River 
Tagus) moſt magnificent Cities in Europe, na- 
turally brought your Remarks to Mind, and led 

8 B me 


(2] 
me into a Train of Thinking upon ſo intereſting 
2 Subject. I believe I may be allow'd to call it 
the moſt intereſting of all Subjects at this Junc- 
ture; ſince an Earthquake, the moſt terrible of 
all Divine Judgments, may, in the ſmalleſt Space 
of Time, bury a whole People without Diſtinc- 
tion of Rank, Age, or Sex, in one promiſcuous 
Ruin. 
Tr we caſt our Eyes upon the Accounts which 
| ſucceſſively and almoſt daily arrive, of Earth- 
quakes ſtill happening in different Parts along 
the Coaſts of Sparn, Portugal, and other Places, we 
ſhall be tempted to think, that the dreadful Cata- 
ſtrophe of the unhappy City of Liſbon is but the 
Beginning of Sorrows : And when we reflect upon 
the Shock perceived the 17th of the ſame Month 
in the County of Cumberland, which, by the Ac- 
count we receiv'd of it, was more violent than 
any yet felt in this Iſland within the Period I 
mention'd, we ſhall be apt to fear, that God is 
about to reviſit this Nation with a heavier Hand ; 
both which Conſiderations ought moſt Oy 
to awaken our Attention. | 
Nox ſhall I confine myſelf to the Subject of 
Earthquakes only. The numerous and uncom- 
mon luminous Appearances, whether as Meteors, 
or as Reſemblances of what we term the Aurora 
Borealis, which have been obſerved within this 
Period of Time, together with the late ſurpriſing 
Hurricane in the Venetian Territories upon the 
Acdriatick Gulph; ; and the late much more aſto- 
niſhing 


2 


31] 
niſhing Account which we received from Den- 
mark of the Thunder, Lightning, and uncommon 


warm Weather in ſo high a Latitude as eff 


Greenland, certainly merit our Regard; as they 
all evidently proceed from the ſame Cauſe, and 
all ſeem plainly to point to the fame End. 
Ou Philoſophers have taken infinite Pains 
to find out what they call the Natural Cauſes of 
theſe Phenomena. They have viſited Etna and 
Veſuvius z they have explor'd the Depths of 
Mines; they have ranſack'd the very Bowels of 
the Earth, to know what Materials Nature makes 


Uſe of upon theſe Occaſions, in which ſhe ſeems 


ſometimes to deviate from thoſe Laws, which 
they themſelves have been pleaſed to aſſign her. 


Chymiſtry has been tortur'd a thouſand ways 


to explain the Mode of Operation which Nature 
is ſuppoſed to follow. The well known Expe- 
riment of the violent Exploſion join'd with ac- 
tual Fire, which ariſes from the Mixture of two 
actually cold Bodies, ſuch as an Oil and Spirit, 
and the artificial Earthquake produc'd by a Mix- 


ture of Filings of Steel-ſulphur and Water, gave 


them Hopes that their Reſearches were crown'd 
with Succeſs; and the numerous Experiments 
lately made in Electricity, confirm'd them in the 
Opinion of their having trac'd Nature thro' her 
hitherto untrack'd Paths in the Clouds; viſited 
her aerial Magazines of Thunders and Light- 
nings, Storms and Tempeſts, and penctrated in- 


to the very inmoſt Receſſes of that imaginary 


B 2 Being. 
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[4] 


Being. Hypotheſes have been invented many 


Ages ago to account for all the various Opera- 
tions of Nature, and ſupported by all the Force ot 


the moſt abſtract and ſubtile Reaſonings. Theſe 
have appear'd in a Kind of Succeſſion, juſt as 


the later Philoſophers thought they faw much 
clearer into the Nature of Things, and conſe- 
quently fancied themſelves much wiſer than their 
Predeceſſors. Thus the Ariſtotelian ſeems to have 
triumph'd over all which preceded it; that in great 


Meaſure. gave Way to the Cartęſian, and the 


Cartefian ſeems now to be almoſt wholly ex- 
ploded by the Newtonian, Each Syſtem had 


its zealous: Partizans in its reſpective Day; 
nor did the more novel Opinion prevail without 


the warmeſt Oppoſition. Even Religion was 
lugg d in to ſupport the Ariſtotelian Philoſophy; 


and national Prejudice frequently interfered in 
the Diſputes between the Followers of Des Cartes 


and Newton, as each was jealous of the Honour 
of his reſpective Country. Theories have been 
fram'd, and new ones are continually framing in 


different Branches of the ſame Syſtem. Experi- 


ments are produc'd, and frequently ſtrain'd as 


may beſt ſerve the Purpoſe of the Author of each 


Theory. Many inſtances of this Kind might 
be given ; but I ſhall wave this Subject at pre- 
ſent, as it would draw me off too much from 

my preſent Deſign. 
Ir then we examine the Writings of all the 
Natu raliſts who have treated of this Subject, we 
ſhall 
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ſhall find that they agree unanimouſly in this 
Point: That there is an actual Fire which per- 
vades the whole Univerſe : That this Fire is the 
firſt, or principal Agent or Cauſe, not only of 
all luminous Appearances in the Atmoſphere ; 
but of all extraordinary Commotions in the three 
other Elements, whether denominated Earth, 
Air, or (if I may be allow'd the Term) Water- 
quakes. And that the different Effects obbſerv- 
able on all theſe Occaſions ariſe from the Quali- 
ty and Quantity of the Materials, and the greater 
or leſs Oppoſition the Fire meets with in its Line 
of Direction. Thus far our Philoſophers are able 
to go, but no farther. Should they attempt to ex- 
plain, How, or Why the Fire comes to be collected 
into a greater Body at one Time than another; at 
what Time we may expect ſuch an Event; or which 
Way we may guard againſt the terrible Effects of 
this their chief Engineer, we ſhould find them, 
if they depend upon their own Principles, as 
much at a Loſs as the moſt illiterate of Man- 
kind. You will naturally aſk me, of what real 
Service therefore all their boaſted Diſcoveries are 
to Mankind, with reſpect to the preſent Subject? 
I muſt here confeſs myſelf at a Loſs for an An- 


ſwer. Nay, I am apt to think the Knowledge 


of the poor Caribee Indians, who are abſolute 
Strangers to the very firſt Rudiments of Learn- 
ing, to be infinitely more uſeful. They, tho” to- 
tally ignorant of the Cauſes of Hurricanes, can. 
by certain Signs, which they have learn'd from 

| the 


6 
che Experience of their Forefathers, not only 
prognoſticate the Approach, but even (as I have 
been well aſſur'd) give a ſhrewd Gueſs at the 
Number of Hurricanes which will happen in a 
Seaſon: And, I remember, our Countrymen in 
that Part of the World ſometimes apply to them 


for Information, as that Seaſon approaches. I 


would by no means be thought to detract from 
the Merit of thoſe great Men, who have dedicat- 
ed their Time to theſe laborious Reſearches into 
Nature. I look upon them to be ſhining Orna- 
ments of the reſpective Ages in which they lived. 
But when I ſee the generality of Mankind im- 
plicitly adopting their Opinions; reſting ſupinely 


on what they term Natural Cauſes, and flattering 
_ themſelves with fallacious Calculations of the 


Odds, whether ſuch or ſuch an Event (an Farth- 
quake, for Inſtance) may happen at ſuch or ſuch 
a Time, or in ſuch or ſuch a Country; accord- 
ing to its different Situation as to Climate, or 
the different Quantity or Quality of the compo- 
nent Particles of the mineral Strata with which 
it may abound: When I ſee ſuch Numbers lull- 
ing themſelves into an ill-grounded Security from 
this kind of Reaſoning, I cannot help thinking 
that we have need of an infinitely ſuperior Philo- 
ſophy to guide us in this Kind of Reſearches. The 
Philoſophy I mean, as you are ſenſible, can be 
no other than that of Moſes. The Moſaic Phi- 
loſophy opens to us an inexhauſtible Source of 
onde, That, and that only, however ne- 


3 glected, 
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glected, or even ſometimes treated with Inde- 
cency, becauſe not underſtood, is capable of giv- 
ing ſolid Satisfaction to a rational Inquirer, as it 
accounts for every Thing in a Manner worthy 
of the Supreme Being, the Great Firſt Cauſe. 
Moſes convinces us that true Philoſophy is inſe- 
| parable from Divinity, and that it is impoſſible to 
be a real Philoſopher without being a Divine ; 
or a thorough Divine without being a Philoſopher. 
But how rarely, if ever, do we meet with theſe 
two Characters united in the ſame Perſon ! Nay, 
on the contrary, how frequently do we find them 
at the utmoſt Variance 2? Es 
Some Philoſophers, not able to make the Mo- 
ſaic Writings ſquare with ſome particular Notions, 
or ſome favourite Hypotheſis, are too apt not only 
to call their Veracity in queſtion, but to treat the 
whole with Contempt; and from thence take Oc- 
caſion to decry all Revelation in general. On 
the other Hand, many well-meaning Divines 
dazzled with the Parade of what the others call 
Demonſtration, think to extricate themſelves out of 
this ſeeming Difficulty, by aſſerting That Ma- 
% ſes was not a Philoſopher, but a Law-giver; 
< that he was commiſſion'd by God to inſtruct 
<« the People only in the Duties of Religion; 
and that whenever he ſpoke occaſionally about 
«© Points which come properly under the Cog- 
„ nizance of the Philoſopher, he made Uſe of 
<« ſuch Expreſſions as were beſt adapted to the 
* Capacity of a plain illiterate People, who had 

| | « yo 
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An 


8 
ce no other Ideas of the Works of God or the 


«© Operations of Nature but what they receiv'd 
“immediately by their Senſes.” If the Philoſo- 
pher admits, or ſeems to admit of this plauſible 


Anſwer, the Point in Diſpute is "compromiſed; 
and the Divine is ſatisfy'd. Both here are alike 
- miſtaken, and the Miſtake in both ariſes from the 
ſame Cauſe ; which is, the Want of a commpe- 


tent Knowledge of the Hebrew Language, in 
which the Moſaic Writings were -originally writ- 
ten, and without which Knowledge they can ne. 
ver poſſibly be underſtood. This Defect, long 


indeed complain 'd of, appears in the Writings of 
many great Men, who very juſtly merit the At- 
tention and Eſteem of the learned World. Yet 
flill it is a Defect, tho' I think much more un- 
pardonable in the Divine than in the Philoſopher. 
Should a Philoſopher thus circumſtanc'd attack 
Moſes (and I lament while I fay that too many ſuch 
have appear'd in the World) he would be con- 


tinually ſhooting his Arrows in the Dark, 


and combating Phantoms of his own raiſing; 
and as long as he continued a Stranger to the 


Hebrew Language, fo long he would be at a Loſs 


to find out the only Clue to guide him out of the 


endleſs Mazes of thoſe Creatures of the Imagina- 


tion, Hypotheſes and Syſtems. But no Extuſe 
in this Caſe can be admitted for the Divine. 
Train'd up to defend as well as to inſtruct others 
in a Religion, which is 4 Stem ariſing from a 


Fewiſh Root, how can he poſſibly fulfil either the 


One 


(+9 ] 
one or the. other Duty whilſt he remains igho- 
rant of the only Means that can enable him to 
do it with Succeſs ?——But I beg Pardon for 
this Digreſſion, in which I have only thrown out 
a few. Hints, which I may very probably reſufne, 
and treat more fully of inthe Courſe of theſe Letters. 

Ions ERv'p before, that our Philoſophers un- 
animouſly agree, that Fire pervades the whole 
Univerſe. This too was the Doctrine of many 
of the Greek Philoſophers, from whom a great 
Part of what is call'd Modern Philoſophy ſeems 
plainly to be derived. And tho' the Moderns 
are greatly to be eſteem'd and honour'd for the 
many curious as well as uſeful Obſervations they 
have made, and the immenſe Pains. they have 
taken in improving what they have receivd, yet 
if we impartially examine the ſeveral Notions on 
which moſt of their reſpective Theories are found- 
ed, I believe it will be no difficult Matter to trace 
them backwards up to the ſame Source, This 
I ſhall endeavour to do occaſionally in the Courſe 

of our Correſpondence ; and if that ſhould hap- 
pen to be the Caſe, I think they cannot be ſaid 
juſtly to be intitled to the Honour of having 
made many new Diſcoveries. 

Tux Greeks receiv'd their Letters from the 
Phenicians, and, without Doubt, their Philoſophy 
too, as well as from the Chaldeans and Agyp- 
tian. The Philoſophy of thoſe eaſtern Nations 
conſiſted only of traditional Remains of the firſt 
Philoſophy receiv'd-by Adam from God, then de- 
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dom, which they could not help obſerving in 


[ 10 
liver'd dowñ by him to his Poſterity, and after- 
wards publiſh'd by Moſes and the Prophets in 
the ſacred Writings. But as theſe People deviat- 
ed into Idolatry, they loſt the chief Part of their 
Philoſophy ; and when they had totally loſt the 


| Knowledge of the true God, they miſerably cor- 


rupted the Remainder. From this impure Source 
Philoſophy flow'd to the Greeks, who corrupted 
it {till more, and quickly reduc'd it to the moſt 
wretched Condition. As they had loſt the only 
true Philoſophy, they ſoon ran into the wildeſt 
Chimeras, which they call'd Hypotheſes, to ac- 
count for thoſe Appearances in Nature, the Cauſe 


of which they could not poſſibly - comprehend. 
To explain how, br by what Means the Uni- 
_ verſe exiſted; how, or by whom it was formed; 
who, or what firſt gave Motion to Matter, threw 


them into infinite Perplexity. . To get over this 
Difficulty (which muſt ever be inſuperable to 
People ſo circumſtanced) they fell from one 
Abſurdity into another, *till they at laſt found 


themſelves intangled in a moſt inextricable Maze 


of Error. Some aſſign'd one Cauſe, fome ano- 


ther. -Some aſſerted Fire to be the firſt Cauſe or 
Producer of every Being; others attributed this 


Power to Air or Ether; others claim'd it for 
Water; and ſome deriv'd it even from the Earth, 
But ſtill the main Difficulty recurr'd ; not only 
to account for the firſt Mover or Cauſe of Mo- 
tion, but for that amazing Contrivance and Wiſ- 
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the Mechaniſm; and the Power, which they ſaw 


daily exerted in the Government of the Uni- 
verſe. They ſaw but one Way to conquer this; 
which was, to aſcribe Intelligence to their reſpec- 
tive firſt Agents; and, at laſt, as Ignorance pre- 
vailed, they exalted them into Gods. Thus each 
Element was deify'd in its Turn, and was ho- 
nour'd with Temples, Prieſts, Images, or Em- 
blems, with proper Inſignia, and Sacrifices, all 
repreſentative of its reſpective Powers or Attri- 
butes. As it is not my Deſign at this Time to 
trace out Idolatry up to its Origin, or to point 
out its Progreſs, I ſhall only juſt hint, —that 
Deities were multiplied in Proportion as the Ig- 
norance of their Worſhippers increas'd; till, at 
laſt, almoſt every Vice, for Inſtance, Murder, Ra- 
pine, Luſt and Drunkenneſs, had its reſpective. 
God; and I cannot help obſerving upon the 
Occaſion, that the ruling Paſſion of the Prieſt 
was generally. the darling Attribute of his pecu- 
lar Deity. Some Philoſophers indeed, of ſupe- 
rior Parts, aſham'd of the Philoſophy as well as 
Religion which prevail'd in the Times they liv'd 
in, very wiſely diſcarded both, and deſcrib'd the 
Firſt Cauſe as a Spirit or Intelligence pervading 
the Univerſe, —as every where preſent, and ani- 
mating and governing the whole like a Soul or 
Mind: bur till, for Want of a proper Guide, 
were involy'd in perpetual Doubt and Obſcurity, 
whilſt others ftruck a bold Stroke at once, round- 
ly aſſerted Matter to be infinite and eternal, gave 
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it Motion as an eflential Property, imputed the 
Formation of every Thing they ſaw to Chance, 
left the Pretervation as well as Government of the 
Whole to the fame unmeaning Term, and ſo. 
commenc'd downright Atheiſts. 

Ir we are furpriz d at the ſtrange Abſurdities, 
and monſtrous Concluſions drawn from the 
wretched Philoſophy of thoſe Times, how muſt 
our Amazement increaſe, if we ſhould ſee the 
fame ſhocking Doctrines reviv'd, and Atheiſm 
inculcated, as far as it was thought fafe to do it 
in this enlighten'd Age; which is not only bleſs'd 
with the Advantage of Revelation, but lays 
Claim to the higheſt Improvements in Philoſo- 
phy? What might be term'd Ignorance or 
Want of Light in the former, will in theſe be 
call'd downright Impiety: It is the higheſt In- 
fult upon the common. Senſe as well as Religion 
of their Country : Nay, it 1s a Crime for which 
our Language yields no adequate Expreſſion. 
But that there have been ſuch *, is a Truth as 
melancholy as it is notorious. —— Yau will ex- 


. cuſe, I hope, this ſhort Sketch of the State and 


Progreſs of human Philoſophy. St. Paul com- 


plain'd that in his Time the heathen World, by. 


Wiſdom, #, e. their human Philoſophy, had to- 
tally loſt the Knowledge of the true God, and 
from thence inferr'd the Neceſſity of Revelation. 


See Pantheifticon, or Motion eſſential to Matter, pub- 
1yh'd by Tolaud in the Year 1720. 
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When the ame. Philoſophy is reviv'd by ſome 
Men, which naturally tends to reduce us once 
more to the ſame deplorable State, I think we 
ought to have Recourſe to the Moſaic Writ- 
ings in their original Language for an Antidote 
againſt ſo fatal a Poiſon. 
As Mankind in general had not only deviar- 
ed from the true Philoſophy, as well as Religion 
had not only run into groſs Idolatry, but had at- 


7 tributed the firſt Formation of all Things to eve- 
9 ry Cauſe but the right one, it was certainly wor- 
9 thy of the only true God to aſſert his own Right, 


and reclaim thoſe Powers which they had ſo falſe- 
ly attributed to his Creatures. To anſwer this 
great. End, Moſes was commiſſion'd to write his 
Fiery, which is deſigned to ſet Mankind right 


| in this Particular. The chief Objects of their 
Worſhip were the Sun, Moon, and all the Hoſt 

of Heaven, to which they aſſign'd various Em- 

F blems repreſentative of their Powers, and gave va- 
4 rious Names expreſſive of their reſpective Attri- 
3 butes. To convince Mankind that theſe Objects 


of their Worſhip were as much, and as really 
Creatures as the meaneſt Reptile, Vegetable or 
Foſſil, Moſes informs us in the firſt Chapter of 
his Hiſtory, —that at a certain Period of Time, 
which he terms the Beginning, God created the 
Heavens (for the Word is plural in the Hebrex: } 
the primary Object of their Adoration ; to whoſe 
Powers they attributed the firſt Formation of al; 
created Beings, * conſequently Rain, Wind. 
Meteors. 
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Meteors , Thunder, Lightning, Inundations, 
Earthquakes, Sc. God at the ſame Time, as he 
tells us, created likewiſe the Earth, as an Habi- 


tation or Place of Reſidence for all Creatures 


of every Genus and Species whom he had de- 
termin'd to form and beſtow the Gift of Light 
upon; that is, that God created or produced in- 
to Being out of Nothing by an immediate A& 
of his Will, which always includes his Almighty 
Power, the whole Matter out of which he after- 
wards form'd the Heavens, Sun, Moon, Stars, 
whether fix'd or moving, which we term Pla- 
nets, Land, Water, and all their various Produce 
tions ; and the human and animal Race, as Beaſts, 
Birds, Inſects, Reptiles, Fiſh, c. He next de- 
{cribes the Condition in which that immenſe Maſs 


of Matter was, which confifted of all thoſe e exqut- 


fitely ſmall Particles, Atoms or firſt Elements, of 


which all material Beings of every Denomination 


whatſoever are compoſed. And the Earth iby 


which Term he expreſſes that immenſe Maſs) 


was without Form and void, and Darkneſs was 
upon the Faces of the Deep, or Abyſs. I write 
the word Faces in the plural, becauſe it has no 
fingular Number in the Hebrew, which I ſhall 
take Notice of in another Place. Moſes here 
plainly ſhews us; that this Maſs was in that con- 
fus'd State, without the leaſt Order or Degree of 
Compoſition or Regularity, from which we frame 
our Idea of what we term a Chaos. The Earth 
(this Maſs) was, as it is expreſs'd in the Hebrew, 
a So- 


[1s] 
a Solitude and Inanity or Emptineſs; that is, 
contain'd all the Materials for Formation, but 
had not one Thing in or upon it yet reduced to 
Form or Order, was empty or void of every 
Thing that had Life or Figure as a compound- 
ed Body. Theſe Materials conſiſted then of Par- 
ticles or Atoms of different Sizes and Shapes, 
adapted perfectly to the Formation of the diffe- 
rent Bodies of which they were deſign'd to be 
component Parts; each Sort ſpecifically diffe- 
rent from the other, and incapable of entering 
into the Compoſition of any other Body but that 
for which each was originally deſign'd. This 
will appear extremely plain when I come to treat 
of the Formation of Things, and the various O- 
perations of what we call Nature; ſuch as Nu- 
trition, Fc. Even the largeſt of theſe Particles 
are ſo exquiſitely ſmall, that they elude the Power 
of the moſt piercing Eye, tho? aſſiſted by Glaſſes 
which magnify to a Size 130,000 Times larger 
than the real Object. To prove this I need on- 
ly refer you to the microſcopical Obſervations of 
the very accurate and very ingenious Mr. Baker. 
This too is moſt philoſophically as well as finely 
expreſs'd in Job xiv. 8, 9. where the Writer 
ſays, That tho' the Root ſhould grow old and 
«© the Stock periſh, yet the Stem will bud through 
the Scent or Odour of the Water, and bring forth 
« Boughs.” If the Particles proper for the Nu- 
trition of a Plant are fo fine as to be convey'd 


in ſo ſubtile a fluid as Scent or Odour, thoſe 
which 


4 


not yet formed, but muſt be a Subſtance in a 
State of abſolute Inaction, but capable of being 


Ts 1 
which conſtitute thoſe exquiſitely fubtile Fluid A 
Air, Ether, Light, and what we call Spirit, muſt 
be as much beyond our Conception, as they are 
beyond the Reach of our Senſes. Moſes deſcribes 
the outward Sphere of this Maſs or Earth, as con- 
fiſting of the Atoms or firſt Elements of Solids 
and Fluids, mix'd confuſedly together without 
the leaſt Degree of Coheſion or Order ; and, as 
they were all in a fluid State and equally mix'd 


among thoſe of Water, he calls the whole upper 


Sphere the Waters. He deſcribes the Tabom, 
Deep or Abyſs, as an immenſe Concavity within 


the other, and occupied by Hheſbech, Darkneſs, 


which fild the whole. This Darkneſs could not 
be a mere negative Quality only; for Light was 


expanded by Motion, or condens'd by Com- 
preſſion, or by the Suſpenſion of Motion. When 
Moſes deſcribes the Darkneſs in the Land of A. 
gypt, he terms it, Hoſhech Aphelah, Darkneſs of 
Darkneſs ; and the Rabbies, to ſhew its Intenſe- 


_ neſs, ſay it was four Times doubled, and inclos'd 


the Ægyptians as within a Wall; or, as it is in 


another Place elegantly deſcrib'd, it was Darkneſs 


which might be felt, palpable Darkneſs. That 


God at the Creation reduc'd this Earth, or Chao- 
tic Maſs, into a ſpherical Form, (for Matter can- 
not exiſt but under ſome Form) is evident from 
the Words, Hbugg, a Circle deſcribed by a Pait 
of — and Tebhel, a Sphere, Terms ſe- 


veral 
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veral Times apply'd to this great Work of God 
by. the ſacred Writers, when they mention the 
Creation. As the true Meaning of theſe Words, 
with others of the ſame Import, is of the utmoſt 
Service in clearing Moſes from the Abſurdities 
and Falſhoods which have been father'd upon his 
divine and truly ineſtimable Hiſtory, I ſhall en- 
deavour in my next Letter to explain them all 
fully, and, I hope, to your Satisfa&tion.—Meſes 
next proceeds to the great Work of Formation, 
by which the Materials already created were ſe- 
parated, prepared, and formed into various Bo- 
dies, and placed in the reſpective States for which 
the infinite Wiſdom of the Creator originally de- 
ſign'd them. And the Spirit of God moved upon 
the Faces of the Waters; that is, an Agent pro- 
ceeding immediately from God, and endow'd by 
Him with a Power adequate to the Work, was 
employ'd to execute ſuch Commands as the Will 
of God directed. This Agent, call'd the Ruabb, 
Spirit, or. Breath, of God (which Signification it 
has equally in the Greek Language) mov'd ; that 
is, hover'd, brooded upon the Faces; that js, 
the whole Exterior Surface of this e Maſs, 
call'd the Waters, over which it was equally dif- 
fus'd. The word mov'd, here means the ſame as 
the Latin Word incubabat, and is again us'd un- 
der the ſame Idea in 32d ch. of Deut. ver. 11. 
By this Motion or Incubation, the Spirit pervade f 
the whole chaotic Maſs, put the Atoms, which 
were before in a total State of Reſt or Inaction, 
— into 


n 
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into. a proper Degree of Motion, ſeparated thoſe 
which were to compoſe the Solids from thofe 
which were adapted to form Fluids; condenſed, 

and  canſolidated, as we may fay, the Particles 
adapted for that Purpoſe, and form'd that vaſt 
Sphere or Shell of Stone, which ſurrounds the 


Deep or Abyſs; and adapted the reſt to be acted 


upon, or to act, as the Will of the Almighty 
ſhould Cire&t,—As I have not Room in this for a 
particular Detail of the Formation of Things, 
and the Oeconomy of the Univerſe, I muſt refer 
you to my ſubſequent Leters, where I propoſe to 
treat largely of this Subject, and enter into more 

critical Diſquiſitions about the genuine Meaning 
of the Hebrew Words as they occur. | 
I $HALL at this Time therefore only give you 
my Sentiments of that moſt powerful Agent the 
Ruahb, Spirit, in a few Words, and juſt hint, that 
it not only was an Agent in the Formation of 
Things, but was allo appointed by God to di- 
rect and rule both the moral and phyſical Oe- 
conomy of the Univerſe. Numerous Paſlages 
might be cited both in the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, where this Power of the Rauahh, Spirit, 
is plainly mentioned, and many others from which 
it may be clearly deduced. Thus Gen. 6th ch. 
zd ver. where God fays, My Ruahh, Sririt, ſha!l 
not akvays ſtrive or & truggle with Man. As this 
was ſpoken by God previous to his Declaration 
of deſtroying Mankind by the Flood, it muſt 
plainly refer to the Power of the Ruabb, Spirit, in 
the 


Didtates, and chuſing Evil rather than Good.- 
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the Capacity of moral Ruler of Beings who were 


created Free Agents, and endow'd with a Power 


of chuſing Good or Evil: And as the Flood was 
brought upon the Earth as a juſt Puniſhment 
for the Wickedneſs of Mankind, it is plain that 
they had thrown off all Subjection to the Ruabh, 
Spirit, by refuſing to hearken to, or obey its 


From the ſenſible Operations of this inviſible and 
moſt powerful Agent, God Himſelf is called 


4 Spirit, to give us ſome faint Idea (and indeed 
the only den we poor Mortals are capable of re- 


ceiving) of the Nature of that Eſſence of all E, 


ſences. And as the Type in Scripture frequently 
bears the Name of the Thing typify'd; hence eve- 


ry Being which is inviſible, and ſeems to act with 
Power, is call'd Ruahh, Spirit; as, for Inſtance, 
immaterial Beings, ſuch as Angels, the Mind, the 
Soul of Man, or Animals, &c. And material 
Beings, ſuch as Air in Motion, or Wind; (which 
has no other Name in the Hebrew than Ruahh) 
or Air rarify'd or expanded into ther, Light, 
Sc. or ſuch as Breath; as in Gen. vii. 22. where 
Moſes ſays, that all died in whoſe Noſtrils was 
the Breath of Life; in Hebrew, the Ruahh, Breath; 
of the Ruabb, Stirit of Life. From hence too, 
by Analogy, the Term Spirit is apply'd to thoſe 
ſubtile EMuvia, or exquiſitely ſmall Combinations 


of Particles or Atoms, which ſo powerfully affect 
our Senſes in Fermentation and other Operations 
in Chymiſtry. As all theſe Beings are under the 


D 2 Influence 
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Influence and Direction of the Ruahb, Spirit of 


God, I ſhall for the future conſtantly diſtinguiſh 


this moſt powerful Agent by the Term Ruabb 


only, by way of Eminence, and, in Contradiſtinc- 
tion to all, eſpecially thoſe material Beings deno- 
minated Spirit, which are all inferior Agents ope- 
rating by a Power delegated from, and directed 


in all their Operations by the Ruabh. I ſhall 


treat of all theſe Beings in their proper Places 
but at preſent ſhall confine myſelf to the mate- 
rial Agents, which the Ruabh more immediately 
makes ule of, either in rewarding the Obſervance 
of, or in puniſhing the Breach of the Laws of 
God in the moral World. In the former Caſe 
the Ruabh acts by employing theſe inferior A- 
gents in the phyſical Cauſes of Health, fruitful 


Seaſons, Fc. and every thing which we term a 


phyſical or natural Gd; which are a Part of 
the Bleflings beitow'd upon a religious and vir- 
tuous People; or, in the phyſical Cauſes of what 
we call phyſical or natural Evils, ſuch as Famine, 
Peſtilence, Murrain among Cattle, Tempeſts, 
Lightning, Inundations, &c. and, above all, 
in that moſt formidable of all the vindictive 


Strokes of Divine Anger, Earthquakes. And this, 


either by a partial Infliction of one or more of 
theſe Evils, to awaken a ſinful People, and bring 
them to a Senſe of their. Duty, and induce them 
to reform ; or, by a total Deſtruction and Aboli- 
tion cf an obdurate and impenitent Land, when 
the Meaſure of their Tniquities is quite full. Such, 

for 
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for Inſtance, was the almoſt total Extirpation of 


the Race of Mankind at the general Deluge ; and 
ſuch was the total Deſtruction of the enable 
Inhabitants of Sodom and Gemorrah, when their 
Cities were overthrown ; and deſtroy'd by Fire, 
and they with the Inhabitants and the whole Plain 
on which they ſtood wholly ſwallow'd up, with- 


out the leaſt Veſtige remaining; and, to this Day, 
mark'd only by a nauſeous bituminous Lake, 
the uſual Conſequence of a terrible Earth- 


quake; which was undoubtedly a Part of the 
Puniſhment, and compleated the Deſtruction of 
that moſt ſinful People. And indeed I may ap- 
peal to the Hiſtory of all Mankind in all Ages, 
whether moral Cauſes did not always precede 
phyſical ones, either with reſpect to Bleſſings 
ſhower'd down upon, or with reſpect to * 
ments inflicted upon every reſpective Nation. 
As repeated Accounts arrive by almoſt every 
foreign Poſt, of the Progreſs of the Earthquake 
and its direful Effects, attended with ſtill more 
uncommon and ſurprizing Circumſtances, I am 
oblig'd to poſtpone my Sentiments upon the re- 


maining Part of the Formation, together with 


the Fall of Man, the univerſal Deluge, the Re- 
formation of the Earth, Sc. points, which, when 
I reſume the Subject, I ſhall treat of to the beſt of 
my Abilities, as abſolutely neceſſary to be ex- 
plain'd, in order to ſet the Moſaic Philoſophy in 
its genuine Light. I ſhall therefore only juſt 
hint at the Formation of ſome of the inferior A- 
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gents employed afterwards by the principal A- 
gent the Ruabb, and juſt mention the State of 


the Earth before and after the Deluge. Jud 


” 


God ſaid, let there be Light, or rather be there 
Light, and there was Light. This Command, 
ſo greatly admir'd by the celebrated Critic Lon- 
ginus, as a Form of Expreſſion worthy of God, 
was juſt intimated to the Ruabb, and immediate- 
ly executed; and this Light, Or, in Hebrew, in- 
cluded Fire; for Ur, Fire, is the ſame Mord dif- 
ferently pointed, and derived from the ſame 
Root, Or, Lucidum eſſe, or Lucere : and this is one 
of the principal inferior Agents under the Di- 
rection of the Ruabb, and was form'd in that 


Portion of Time which is call'd the Firſt Day.— 


Another Agent form'd by the Ryahh, at the 
Command of God, was the Firmament, in He- 
brew Rakiang, Expanſe or Expanſion, from the 
Root Rakang, to ſpread abroad, expand and 
make thin. This Firmament God call'd S$he- 
maim, Heavens; it ſignifies Airs, Zthers, Sky. 
What immenſe Strength and Power was com- 
municated to this Agent by the Ruahbh, will ap- 
pear from Job xxxvii. 18. Hoſt thou with him 
ſpread out the Sky, in Hebrew Shehhakim, Æthers; 
which is, or are ſtrong as a molten Looking glaſs ? 
or Speculum made of hard ſolid Metal. Alſo, 


- Pſalm lxviii. 35. Thy Strength is in the Shehha- 


kim, Mthers.—I could cite many more Paſſages 


to ſhew the mighty expanſive and compreſſive 


Force of the Æthers or Heavens; but as it would 


at this Time be foreign to my Purpoſe, I ſhall 


only 
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only take a very ſhort View of the State of 
the Earth at its Formation, and at, and after the 
Deluge.—God next intimated His Will to the 
Ruabb, That the Waters under the Heavens, A.- 
thers, ſbould be gathered together in one Place, or 
Collection, and that the dry Land ſhould appear. 
This Command was inſtantly executed. The 
Ruabb made innumerable Fiſſures or Cracks in 
the vaſt Sphere of Stone in all Manner of Direc- 
tions: Collected the Waters, which conſti- 
tute much the greater Part of this Globe; im- 
pelled them thro' theſe Fiſſures into the Abyſs, 
ſeparated and form'd all the different Bodies of 
which the Strata in the Earth are compoſed, 

and diſpoſed the different Strata, not according 
to the Laws of Gravity aſſign'd by our Philoſo- 
phers, but ſo as they might be beſt adapted to 
the Uſe and Service of Man, the chief Inhabi- 
tant; rais'd thoſe Protuberances we call Moun- 
tains z cover'd the Surface of the Earth with A. 
damah, mold impregnated with that immenſe 
Variety of Atoms or Particles adapted to Vege- 

tation, Nutrition, Sc. made thoſe vaſt Conca- 
vities (which, when fill'd with the Waters, are 
call'd Seas) to contain the Waters which remain'd 
after the great Deep was full ; impreſs'd that Mo- 
tion in the Waters of the Seas, which we call 
Tides ; which Motion has been ſince continued 
by the inferior Agents; ſettled the Communica- 
tion between the leſſer Deeps, or Seas, by the ho- 
rizontal Fiſſures; and preſerv'd the Communica- 
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tion of all with the Great Deep, or Abyſs, by 


Means of thoſe Apertures, which are emphatically 


call'd the Fountains of the Great Deep. Here 


again I could cite numerous Paſſages of Scrip- 


ture, but I omit them till I come to ſpeak more 


fully to all theſe Points, which I ſhall do in their 
reſpective Places. On that Portion of Time call'd 
the Fourth Day, God again intimated His Will to 
the Ruabh, that there ſhould be Lum naries; that 
is, Receptacles or Inſtruments to contain Light; for 
that is the true Meaning of the Word Meor, a Lu- 
minary, and Meorst, Luminaries, in the Hebrew. 
The Ruahb immediately form'd the proper Re- 
ceptacles; collected the Atoms or Particles of 


Light which were diſperſed before, and placed 
them in thoſe Bodies, which God aftewards di- 
ſtinguiſh'd by the Names of the Sun, Moon, and 


Stars; all perfectly diſpos'd and adapted to an- 


ſwer the wiſe and great Ends for which they 


were form d. This is mention'd in Job xxvi. 
12. By his Ruahh he hath garniſb'd the Heavens, 
Athers. I have but juſt touch'd upon the For- 
mation of theſe inferior Agents of the Ruabb, 


whole Uſes and Powers I thall endeavour to ex- 
plain, together with the 7% of the Formation, 


when I reſume the Subject. I ſhall only remark, 


that God is ſaid by Moſes to have reſted on the 
ſeventh Day; —that He bleſſed, and conſecrated 


that Day as Holy, and appointed it as a perpe- 
tual Memorial to all Mankind in all Ages; that 
He, and He only, was the Creator, and conſe- 

quently 
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quently the Supreme Gvvernor of every Thing 
which exiſted. God had now perfectly fram'd 
this vaſt Machine, and regulated all its Motions, 
and its whole Oeconomy by the moſt perfect 
Order : He is therefore ſaid to have reſted; that 
is, God no longer exerted His infinite innate 
Power, which He had employed i in the Creation 
and Regulation of the Univerſe, but committed 
the Care of continuing the Motions, and carry- 
ing on the Oeconomy of the whole Machine to in- 
ferior Agents, all ſubordinate to the Power, and 
under the immediate Direction of his Ruahb. 
To keep this great Event ever freſh in their Me- 
mories, God ſet apart this Day in a peculiar 
Manner; and forbade all manual Labour, that 
Man might employ his whole Time in contem- 
plating, and ſearching into the Works of God; 
from whence he would eternally find freſh Cauſes 
for Wonder and Amazement, and conſequently 
for Love, Praiſe, and Adoration of his Great 
Creator. A ſtrict Obſervance of this great p- 
tive Precept was conſtantly rewarded ; and the 
Violation of it as "conſtantly puniſp'd by the 
ſevereſt Judgments: A Point highly worthy of 
the moſt ſerious Attention of this Country at 
this terrible Juncture The Earth was now 


form'd in its moſt perfect State, and produc'd 
every Thing ſpontaneouſly, which might contri- 
bute to the Pleaſure as well as Support of Man. 
At the Fall a very great Alteration was made; 
the natural Fertility of the Earth was in great 
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Meaſure deſtroyd ; and Man was. reduc'd to 
earn his Bread by hard Labour and the Sweat of 
his Brows, out of that Adamab, Mold, out of the 
Atoms or Particles of which he was firſt form'd : 

But I ſhall conſider the Nature of this Curſe in 
its proper Place, and make only a few Remarks 
upon the DeftruZion and Reformation of this 
Globe at the general Deluge. —Mefes tells us, 


Gen. the 6th chap. © That the Wickedneſs of 
1% Mankind was come to ſo great a Height, that 


« God was determin'd to extirpate the whole 
<« Race, except one righteous Man and his Fami- 
ly, whom he preſerv'd to repeople this Earth 
6 after its Re-formation.”** Man had totally in- 


verted all moral Order, God therefore inverted 


the Order of Nature.—Here again was an im- 
mediate Exertion of his infinite Power by the A- 
gency of the Ruahbh. God ſays, J, even I do 
bring a Flood of Waters upon the Earth to deſtroy 


all Fleſh. This Declaration was made to con- 


vince Mankind in all future Ages, that God the 
great Firſt Cauſe, the Creator of this Earth, was alſo 
the Author of this moſt amazing and moſt terri- 
ple Cataſtrophe.— The Manner how this amazing 
Scene of Ruin was brought on, is deſcrib'd by 
Moſes, and finely ſumm'd up in that conciſe, but 
ſtrongly deſcriptive Alluſion in the 24th chap. of 
Jaiab, ver. 18, 19. For the Windows (Cataracts, 
F lood-gates) | from on high are open, and the Foun- 
, Kation, of the Earth (that is the vaſt Sphere or 
Arch of Stone, call'd che Foundations of the 

woe Earth, 
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Earth, by the ſacred Writers) do ſbate. The 
Earth is utterly broken down, the Earth is clean 
diſſolved, the Earth is moved exceedingly. Ex- 
preſſions which plainly allude to the breaking up 
of the Fountains of the Tehom or great Deep 
the Torrents of Waters deſcending from the 
Heavens or Ethers; the Diſſolution of the Body 
of the Earth; and the great Agitation of all the 
various Atoms or Particles of which it was com- 
poſed which were then blended with the Wa- 
ters in one promiſcuous Fluid. I ſhould really 
tire you, if I was to cite the numerous Paſſages 
in Scripture, which all tend to illuſtrate and 
confirm the Moſaic Account of this aſtoniſhing 


Event: I ſhall therefore refer you to that ſu- 


blimely prophetic Chapter, where you will find 
not only the moſt juſt Deſcription of an Earth- 
quake, and its baleful Effects, but alſo the moral 
Cauſe ; and the great Event mentioned in the 
laſt Verſe, the Approach of which the terrible 
Earthquake there deſcribed, was to indicate, and, 
conſequently, to characteriſe the Time when it was 
to be expected. The Particulars of this great 
Cataſtrophe I ſhall treat of in their Order hereaf- 
ter, and ſhall only obſerve at preſent. ;—that the 
Beginning of this tremendous Scene was by a 
moſt univerſal Earthquake ;—that this Earth- 
quake had its Origin from the Tehom the 
great Deep, or Abyſs, when its Fountains were 
broke up, and the Waters, and whatever elſe was 
contain'd in it, were by the ſame mighty Power 

E 2 violently 
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violently :mpelPd from the Center to the Cir- 
cumference, contrary to the [Laws of Gravity: 
That after a Time ſufficient to compleat the De- 
ſtruction and Diſſolution of the Earth, the Ru- 
ahh, at the Will of God, re-form'd the vaſt Sphere 
or Arch of Stone; or, as it is elegantly expreſs'd 
in the ſacred Writings, laid the Foundations of 
the Earth, or Globe; made proper Apertures for 
the Deſcent of the Waters into the Tehom, or 
great Deep, (which is from thence emphatically 


call'd the Store-houſe, or the Treaſury of God) 


and made innumerable Cracks or Fiſſures for 


wiſe Ends, and for various Uſes :—That as the 
Waters gradually ſubſided, the Ruabh re-form'd 


the various Strata of the Earth, in the Manner in 
which we now behold them in the Wells, Mines, 
Sc. collected and combin'd the various Particles 
of the various Metals, Minerals, Sc. into proper 
Maſſes, and lodg'd them variouſly in a vaſt Num- 
ber of various Fiſſures, and in various Directions 
for the Service of Mankind, and left the Earth in 


the Form and State in which we at preſent be- 


hold it: A State indeed greatly inferior to the 
former before the Deluge; but wiſely and vi/ibly 
calculated to diminiſh the Means of Luxury, 
and to orten the Lives of its Inhabitants. I 
Mall only obſerve farther ;—that the Ruahb left 
a perpetual Memorial of this moſt remarkable E- 
vent, in the vaſt Variety of Bones of Fiſhes, 
Shells, Vegetables, &c. not only of the largeſt Size; 
but even of the moſt tender Plants; which are 
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end both in the Mountains and in the deepeſt 
Mines, both inclos'd in, and lying under ſolid 
and ponderous Maſſes of Stone, Marble, &c.— 
That the Ruabb left theſe Bodies thus ſituated, 
not only as a perpetual Proof of the Reality of 
the Deluge ; but as a farther Proof of the con- 
ſummate Skill exerted in the Diſpoſition of the 
reſpective Strata; and that the Operations of 
this moſt powerful Agent were not limited by any 
Law of Gravity, but directed by the moſt un- 
erring Wiſdom ; and adapted not only to the Uſe 
and Service of Mankind, but to the Means which 
God makes Uſe of in diſpenſing phyſical Rewards 
and phy/ical Puniſhments to the Nations in His 
moral Government of the World:— That the Ru- 
abb was not limited by any Laws of Gravity, 
may be prov'd by an immediate Inſpection into 
the various Strata in Mines, Se. and is ſtill. 
more confirm'd by the Maſſes or Combinations 
of the Particles of Gold, the moſt ponderous 
of all material Bodies yet known; which are 
continually found after hard Rains in Africa, 
Braſil, and Chili, and waſh'd down from Emi- 
' nences vaſtly above the Surfaces of their reſpective 
Plains:—That theſe Strata were thus diſpoſed for 
the Uſe and Service of Man, is too obvious to 
need any Proof or Explanation ; and that they 
are adapted to the Means, which God makes Uſe 
of in diſpenſing phyſical Rewards and phy/ical 
Puniſhments to the Nations in His moral Go- 
vernment of the World, will, I hope, appear 
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plainly to your Satisfaction, when I come to 4 
Detail of Particulars. I muſt juſt add this too 
— That the inferior Agents, as Air or Stber, and 
Light, including Fire, were reſpectively employ'd 
in theſe Operations, under the immediate Direc- 


ion of the Ruabb.— I think it is now Time to 


conclude this long Letter, in which J have juſt 
thrown together ſome general Hints, as well as 
the Shortneſs of the Time would permit, as pro- 
per for your Peruſal at this alarming Juncture. 
I know you will animadvert upon them with the 
Candour of a Friend; and I promiſe you your 
Remarks will be receiv'd with the ſame Candour 
by a Mind free from Prejudice, and ever open to 
Conviction. Omiſſions I have undoubtedly 


made, and Miſtakes I may have been guilty of, 


from which no Mortal is exempted ; but in Re- 
turn I can moſt folemnly aſſure you, that my 


You know I have travelled much both by Land 
and Sea, and have been Eye-witneſs of many of 
thoſe Phenomena, which are quite new and ſtrik- 
ing to us, who are born in this Part of the 
World, when we ramble into the hotter Climates. 
I mention this as an Advantage which ſcarce any 
of our modern Philoſophers have had, to the beſt 
of my Knowledge, excepting Dr. Halley, and 
which, of Conſequence, muſt oblige them to de- 
pend upon the imperfect Accounts of others, 
who, perhaps, had neither Curioſity nor Ability 


to make proper inſtructive Obſervations. I 


have 


( 32 ] 

have been in more than one Hurricane both by 
Sea and Land, where I obſerv'd not only the 
Earth in Commotion; but all the Elements in wild 
Uproar. I have view'd a Whirl-wind at Sea in the 
Time of a Hurricane, with its ſurprizing Effects; 
and J have, with the utmoſt Satisfaction, contem- 
plated that amazing Phenomenon a Water-ſpout, in 
its Formation and Duration till its Diſſolution. 
Many of theſe Thave ſeen in one Day, and for ſeve- 
ral Days ſucceſſively; and ſome ſo near as to threa- 
ten imminent Danger to the Ship I then ſail'd in. 
I have ſail'd over the Spot where a great Part of 
Port-Royal in Jamaica once ſtood I have ſeen the 
Ruins of that Place under the Water ; and have- 
view'd the terrible Effect produc'd by that dread- 
ful Earthquake in ſeveral Parts of that Iſland. In 
the Courſe of my Travels afterwards by Land, I 
faw Mount na, and had a compleat View of 
the Mouth of Veſuvius, which Mountain I aſcend- 
ed, tho! at that Time not without Danger. I 
applied afterwards to modern Philoſophy for a 

Solution of theſe various Phenomena, but with- 
out Succeſs. From the immenſe Quantity of 
Water which I had ſeen impell'd upwards 
through the Water-ſpouts with the moſt aſto- 
niſhing Rapidity, I was convinc'd that the Va- 
pours exhal'd only by the Sun, were not ſuffi- 
cient to furniſh out thoſe mighty Cataracts of 
Water, which deſcend in the rainy Seaſon in thoſe 
Latitudes; much leſs could J account for the 


Realon, why there are no Tides in the Caſpian, 
Baltic, 
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Baltic, and Mediterranean Seas, by Arguments 
drawn from very inconcluſive Experiments made 
upon a Pan of Water. But when I apply d my- 
felf to the Study of the Hebrew Language, a 
veto Light beam'd in upon me; and I receiv'd 
the Satisfaction I had in vain ſought for in the 
Writings of Philoſophers. No longer dazzled 
with the Parade of the great Names of a Des 
Cartes, or a Newton, I now acknowledge Moſes 
as my only Maſter in Philoſophy. Had thoſe 
great Men applied to the Study of this molt ex- 
preſive and moſt energetic, as well as moſt an- 


_ cient of all Languages with their uſual inde- 
fatigable Aſſiduity, I am perſuaded that the Mo- 
ſaic Philoſophy would have appear'd in its ge- 
nuine Luſtre; and if the Gentlemen who write 


in Defence of Revelation, would purſue this Stu- 
dy, all the Objections and Cavils of Unbelievers 
would diſappear like, ** Dew before the Morning- 
fun.” By Moſes I am convinced, that thoſe. 
dreadful Commotions in the Earth and Water, take 
theirRiſe from the Tehom, great Deep, through theſe 
vaſt Apertures call'd the Fountains; that the Shell 
is the Seat of theſe Commotions; and that their Pro- 
greſs is through the Fiſſures which abound in every 


Part of this Shell, and in all Directions: That the 
chief inferior Agents are, the Air or ther, and 


Light including Fire; —that they are under the 
immediate Direction of the Ruahh, ſo as beſt to 
anſwer the wiſe Purpoſes of God in His moral 
Government of the World; and conſequently, 

| that 
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that theſe Commotions are, in the Ariſteſt Senſe 
of the word Judgments that they are Partial 
only, when ſent to alarm, and total, when ap- | 
pointed to deſtroy an impenitent People; when 
the Meaſure of their Iniquities is accumulated to the 


height, and the Patience and long Suffering of God 


zs exhauſted. —Can the moſt able of our Natu- 


raliſts point out any Spot upon this habitable 


Globe where we may be ſecure ? Can they inſure 
us Safety at either of the Poles more than at the 
Aquator?— Can we dwell any where but upon 
the Surface of this Shell, and is not the great 
Deep every where beneath us? Where then can 
we poſſibly fly for Safety when God's Judgments 


are abroad? — The Earthquake, by all the Ac- 
counts we almoſt daily receive, {till continues its 


rapid Progreſs, and ſcatters Terror and Deſolation 
through the affrighted Nations ; and ſhould the 
Ruahbh change the Line of its Direction, in how 
ſmall a Portion of Time might the Bowels 


'of the Earth be the Grave of this INand !— 
Is there then (I know you will aſk me) no 


Criterion, no diſtinguiſhing Mark, by which 
we may judge of the Approach of this moſt ter- 


rible Scourge ? I anſwer, Yes; but it is to be 
taken not. from the Signs in the Heavens, 
Ethers,” but from the Signs of the Times; not to 
be deduc'd from natural, but from moral Cauſes, 


To do this, let us compare the preſent State 
of our own Country with that of thoſe Nations 


who are now ſuffering under this ſevere Stroke 
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of Divine Vengance: When we have done that, 
let us compare all with the State of Sodom and 
Gommorrah at the Time of their nal Doom, 
when all the Elements joined in completing their 
Deſtruction; as we are informed they ſeemed to 


do at the late ſhocking Cataſtrophe of the City 


of Liſbon. If we examine the State of the ante- 
diluvian World, as deſcribed by Moſes, we ſhall 
find that © all Fleſh was corrupt ;” that the 
Earth was fill'd with Violence; that the whole 
<« Bent of their Inclinations, the whole Study of 


their Thoughts was inceſſantly at Work, either 
in contriving or perpetrating Evil, either by 


Fraud or Force:“ That there were Giants in 
thoſe Days, Men who knew no Law but their own 
Will, and were the Leaders in thoſe inhuman 


Scenes of Blood and Rapine. Theſe lawleſs 


Men are call'd in the Hebrew, Nephelim, Emim, 
Repbaim, and Gnanakim, Words all deriv'd from 


Roots which imply the Idea of Terror, not only 


from their ſuperior Strength and Stature, but 


from their Impiety towards God, and their Inhu- 


manity to their Fellow-creatures. Theſe firſt 
mighty Butchers of Mankind, were call'd Men 
of Name or Renown; that is, Heroes, an Appel- 
lation afterwards frequently given to thoſe pow- 
erful Murderers and Robbers of Mankind, whoſe 
Names are recorded in prophane Hiſtory, and 
ſeem to have acted upon the ſame Principles 
with their antediluvian Predeceſſors; but in Re- 
ality is a Title only due to thoſe truly great Men, 
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who humanize and protect a People; and who 


bravely hazard their Lives againſt a rapacious In- 
vader; or invade a faithleſs Enemy to procure 
Reparation for Wrongs done to their injur'd 
Country. Idolatry, that is, transferring the Ado- 
ration due only to the Creator, and paying it to 
His Creatures, and Murder or ſhedding the Blood 
of an innocent Fellow-creature, are Crimes of the 


blackeſt Dye in the Sight of God, and by Him 


commanded to be puniſhed, even by Man, with- 
out Mercy. That theſe were the prevailing 


Crimes before the Flood, is plain from the ſevere 


Prohibitions of them ſo immediately ſucceeding. 
As it could not be ſuppoſed that fo righteous a 


Man as Noah, with his ſmall Family, would 


immediately run into Idolatry after fo ſignal a 
Judgment inflicted upon the reſt of Mankind, of 


which they themſelves had ſo lately been Eye- 


witneſſes ; the firſt Prohibition after the Flood 
was, Not to commit Murder; a Crime which 


might have been of the moſt fatal Conſequence 


to that infant Colony. To enforce the Obſer- 


vance of this Precept more ſtrongly, they were 


abſolutely forbidden to even eat the Blood of 
Animals, which God had granted them for 
Food; that every Incitement to As of Cruelty 
might be remov'd ; for I don't in the leaſt doubt 
but that eating promiſcuouſly all kinds of Animals, 
with their Blood, was one of the numerous 
Crimes committed by thoſe Sons of Blood and 
Rapine among the Antediluvians. Nor do I doubt 
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but that the eating animal Food was granted to 
Man under proper Reſtrictions after the Fall, 
when the Adamah, Mold proper for Vegeta- 
tion was curs'd with a certain Degree of Barren- 
neſs, and conſequently the Vegetables of every 
kind render'd much more unfit for Nutrition 


than they were at the Creation. If this was not 


the Caſe, to what End or Purpoſe did God grant 
Adam the abſolute Dominion over every Kind, and 
Species of Animals, Beaſts, Birds, Fiſhes, &c. ? 
Though ſome Kinds of Animals might be highly 
ſerviceable to Man by being employ'd in various 
Kinds of Labour, and even by ſupplying him 


with that wholſome Aliment Milk, which was 


undoubtedly a Part of his Food; yet of what Uſe 
would Fowl have been to him, if he was forbid- 


den to eat any Thing which had Life? For up- 


on this Principle, Eggs too muſt have been equal- 
ly forbidden ; ſince every Egg contains a vital 
Principle, in the Embryo of its reſpective Spe- 
cies of Fowl, gradually increaſing till it comes to 


its proper State of Maturity: And of what poſ- 


fible Uſe his Dominion over the Fiſhes in the Sea 


could have been, or what End his ſabduing them 


(as he was empower'd to do) would have an- 
{wer d, unleſs it had been to make Uſe of them 
for Food, is, I muſt confeſs, paſt my Compre- 
henſion. We ſee the Diſtinction of clean and 
unclean Animals; that is, which Kinds were 
45d for Food and Sacrifices, and which were not, 


was known by Noab before the Flood; ſince in 
Gen. 
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Cen. viii. 2. he is commanded to take a greater 


* 


Number of the former with him into the Ark 


than of the latter. Nor indeed do ] ſee the leaſt 


"Occaſion to have Recourſe with Dr. Cheyne and 
others, to this Grant of animal Food as an Expe- 


dient for ſhortening the Life of Man, ſince that 


might ſo eaſily and naturally be effected not only by 


the great Alteration made in the Adama or Mold 


adapted for Vegetation, by a great Quantity of 
the Particles neceſſary for Nutrition being carri- 
ed off by the Waters at their Deſcent into the 
Tehom, or great Deep; or by the Effluvia ariſing 
through the Fiſſures, from noxious Minerals, 
Sc. and entering the Tabuli of the Vegetables, 
together with the Particles proper for Nutrition, 
and incorporating with them, and, conſequently, 
counteracting and diminiſhing their nutritious 
Quality, and laying a Foundation for various 


Diſeaſes ; but alſo by floating in the groſſer Part 
of the Air in which we breathe, and being in- 


hal'd with our Breath, or entering our Bodies by 


the imbibing Veſſels; which ſeems to be the 
Caſe in peſtilential Diſeaſes incident both to Men 
and Animals, particularly in thoſe which are 
highly infeckious. I may add too, that the pu- 
trid Vapours ariſing from Waters ſtagnating in 
the Moraſſes, and great Number of hollow Places 
left by the Flood, would conduce greatly to his 
Purpoſe. This Permiſſion then to Noah and his 
Poſterity to eat animal Food, was, in my Opinion, 
_T a Renewal of the former Grant under the 

ſame 
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fame Reſtrictions: And when God had ſelected 


the Race of Abrabam for His peculiar People, 
after the far greater Part of Mankind had again 
degenerated, and run into Idolatry; Moſes at the 


Command of God re-publiſhed this Permiſſion with 


all its various Neſtrictions in Writing, which had 
before that Time been delivered down by Tradi- 


tion. The Prohibition of eating Blood, that my- 
ſterious Fluid, in which the vital Principle is 


contained, was again repeatedly renewed, and in- 
forced by the moſt dreadful Threatnings, in caſe 


of Diſobedience. The Breach of this Command 


was to be puniſhed with Death; nay, even Death 


to be inflicted by God Himſelf, and not only 
upon the Jew, but even upon the Stranger too 


who cohabited with him. - And whatſoever 


«© Man there be of the Houſe of 7/ae! or of 
e the Strangers that fojourn among you, that 
c eateth any Manner of Blood; 1 will even ſet 
c my Faces againſt that Soul that eateth Blood, 
% and will cut him off from among his People. 
For the Life of the Fleſh is in the Blood, and 


- 


I have given it to you upon the Altar, to make 


«© an Atonement for your Souls.” This is the aw- 
ful Decree announced by God Himſelf in the 
17th chap. of Levi. the roth and 11th ver. By 
this Precept the Blood of the tame clean Ani- 


mals which were granted for Food or Sacrifice, 


was commanded to be brought and offer'd at 
the Altar appointed for that Purpoſe ; they were 
indiſpenſably obliged to the Performance of this 

Duty ; 


{ 39 1 
Duty; but when they kill'd Animals for Food 
at too great a Diſtance from Jeruſalem, when 
they were in Poſſeſſion of Judea, or when they 
caught the wild clean Animals, either Beaſt or 
Fowl for Food, they were commanded to kill 
them by cutting the Fugulars, and deyoutly pour- 
ing the Blood into a Hole made in the Adamab, 
or vegetable Mold, from whence they them- 
ſelves, as well as the Animals they killed, were 
taken, and to cover the Blood carefully over with 
the fame Mold; a Practice obſerv'd by all the 
Jews, who are qualify'd, and allowed to kill Ani- 
mals for Food to this very Day with the moſt ri- 


gid Strictneſs. Though there is a myſterious 


Meaning in the Reaſon aſſign'd by God in the 


eleventh Verſe for this Prohibition, which I may 


treat upon hereafter in its proper Place ; yet I 
can't help being of Opinion, that a phyſical Rea. 


fon too might be given for it; ſince there was 


undoubtedly a wiſe Reaſon for every particular 


Keſtriction which God annexed to this Permiſſion. 
The real Nature and Properties of this myſterious 


Fluid remain ſtill an impenetrable Secret, though 
it has long been the Subject of the Reſearches 
of the moſt able and moſt laborious Chemiſts. 
Can we aſſign the true phyſical Cauſe of our 
Paſſions ? Does not the different Force of the 
ſame Paſſion in different Perſons ſeem to depend 
upon the Temperament of the Blood? If one 
Paſſion may be heightened by ſome kinds of 
Food, and lower'd by others, which may be prov d 


by 


4] 

by Experiment, why may not Blood, when us'd 
as Aliment (though its Force may be greatly di- 
miniſhed when prepar'd by Fire) have the like 
Effect in inflaming ſome other Paſſion by ſome 
latent inherent Quality, to whoſe Mode of Ope- 
ration we are, and ever mult be abſolute Stran- 
gers! ? Now that it has ſome ſuch inherent Qua- 
lity is, I think, plainly diſcoverable from its Ef- 
fects when us'd as Aliment, and this probably 
might be one wiſe Reaſon for this Prohibition. 
Our Naturaliſts will inform you, that thoſe ra- 
pacious Animals who live by preying upon their 
Fellow-creatures, are moſt fond of devouring 
their Prey alive, whilſt the Blood is in a Fluid 
State, and yet reeking ; and that theſe Animals in 
their wild ſavage State ſeem to be by their very 
Nature, of all others the moſt cruel and pitileſs. 
I have obſerv'd that the hot Blood of the Prey 
whilſt living ſeem'd to be the moſt delicious Re- 
| paſt to the more ferocious Kinds of the various 
Beaſts of Prey, and that by a peculiar Inſtinct, 
or whatever elſe we may call it, they ſeiz d their 
Prey in the ſame Place where the Jews were. di- 
rected to kill thoſe Animals which were granted 
them for Food. Inſtances of this in the ſmaller 
Kinds of Beaſts of Prey are every where to be 
ſeen in this Country; where the Poultry of all 
Kinds, the favourite F ood of Polecats, Ferrets, 
Weaſels, Sc. are frequently found bit or torn on 
one Side of the Neck, and the Blood only ſacł d 
out, whilſt the Fleſh of the Bird was left untouch'd, 


Of 6 
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Of the largeſt Kind of theſe ferocious Animals, 
T once ſaw a very ſingular Inſtance at Florence 
in the Area of the Great Duke of Tuſcany's Me- 
nagerie, where Spectacles of this Kind are fre- 
quently exhibited. A Tyger of a vaſt Size, 


which had been for a conſiderable Time kept 


faſting, was let out to encounter a young ſtrong 
| Horſe, which was appointed for that Purpoſe. 
After the two Animals had for ſome Time ſhewn 
a good deal of Addreſs, both in the Attack and 


Defence, the Tyger with one violent Spring ſeiz d 


the Horſe by the Neck, threw him, and tearing 


open the Jugulars, quietly ſuchd the Blood with 
incredible Eagerneſs and Pleaſure. I obſerv'd 


the flanks of this rapacious Monſter heave and 


fall like a Pair of Bellows, by the Actions of 


Suction and Reſpiration, and his Belly dilate, 


and grow more and more turgid, till he had 
fil'd himſelf with Blood. When he was quite 
ſatiated, he quitted the Carcaſe of the Horſe, the 
Fleſh of which he ſeem'd to deſpiſe, and retir'd 


calmly to his Den, and lay'd himſelf down to his 


Repole. 
Ir we continue this Obſervation with reſpect 
to Mankind, we cannot help remarking, that 


thoſe Nations who live by hunting wild Animals 


for their Food, as the Indians in ſeveral Parts of 
America, and molt of the different Tribes of Taf- 
ſars, and eat large Quantities of the Fleſh of 
Animals newly kill'd, and almoſt raw; (for when 
they broil it, they endeavour to retain as _ 
0 G 0 
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[47] 
of the Blood as they poſſibly can to make the 
Morſel more delicious) we cannot, I ſay, help re- 
marking, that thoſe People are of all others 
the moſt ſavage and inhuman, Nay, if the Ac- 
counts I have read of America, are true, ſeveral 
of the Indian Nations, eſpecially in the northern 
Parts of that Country, were arriv'd to ſuch a Pitch 
of Brutality as to eat ſuch of their Enemies as 
they happened to take Priſoners. May not then 
the eating Blood, eſpecially when ſo near its na- 
tural State, contribute by ſome ſecret inherent 
Property (which we can only judge of by its Ef- 
fects) to inflame their Paſſions, and work them 
up at laſt to that Degree of Barbarity, which is fo 
common among thoſe Savages? The Ancients 
ſeem to have been of this Opinion, by the Story 
they relate of Diomedes a Thracian Tyrant, who 
threw Men whilſt living to be devoured by his 
Horſes, as the beſt Means of increaſing their 
Speed, and heightening their Mettle: And later 
Hiſtorians amongſt the Remans report, that Cali- 
gula's Nurſe us'd to dip her Nipples in Blood, 
whenever ſhe ſuckled him; and to this they im- 
puted the uncommon bloody) Temper of that 
Monſter of Cruelty. On the other hand Homer 
tells us, that © the Galactopbagi, or People who 
lived upon Milk, were of all. others the moſt 
ce harmleſs and inoffenſive.” —I ſhall make no 
Apology for this Digrefſion, in which I have en- 
_ deavoured to aſſign a phy/ical Reaſon for this 
mf. poſitive "Ou which was given immedi- 
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ately by Cod Himſelf to Noah, and declared to 
be of perpetual Obligation to all b's Poſterity 
without Diſtinfion. I hope you will not think it 
foreign to the Purpoſe ; eſpecially when you re- 
fle&, that this Precept was not only again repeat- 
edly given by God Himſelf to Meſes, and a ſtrict 
Obedience to it enjoin'd, under Pain of Death, 
but was again ſtrongly enforced and commanded 


to be obſerved by a Decree of the General Aſ- 


ſembly, or Council of the Apoſtles and other in- 


ſpir'd Perſons, Ads 15th chap. where this Decree 


is twice repeated. I muſt obſerve here, that this 
Decree reſpected only the Gentile Converts, whoſe 
Anceſtors had for many Ages totally loſt all 


Knowledge of that Prohibition; and that to en- 


force Obedience to it more ſtrongly, that Coun- 


cil) which is the only One in the whole Chriſtian 


World, which can ever be ſuppoſed to have an 
inconteſtible Claim to Infallibility) publickly de- 
clared, that this Decree was confirmed by the im- 
mediate Sanction of the Holy Spirit. That this 
Precept was eſteemed highly obligatory by the 
primitive Chriſtians, is evident from its being 
long obſerved in the Weſtern, or Latin Church, 

and in the Eaſtern, or Greek Church, even to this 
very Day. That no Man, or collective Body of 
Men whatever, have a Right to ſuperſede the Ob- 
ſervance of a Law, when they themſelves ac- 


knowledge that Law to have been given imme- 
diately by God Himſelf, and commanded by Him 


again and again to be obſerved under the ſevereft 
82 of 
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of all Penalties, is, to me, ſelf-evident. That the 

Obſervance of it has been long neglected is as evi- 

dent ; and that it could only have been laid aſide 
by that arrogant Set of Men, who moſt audaci- 
ouſly aſſume a Power of diſpenſing with the Ob- 
ſervance of every other Law of God, as it may 
be moſt conducive to their temporal Intereſt, is 
too obvious to need any farther Proof or Expla- 
nation. Whenever the Jews deviated into Ido- 
latry, they were ſure to be guilty of a Breach of 
this Precept, and this Crime was as certainly pu- 

niſhed with the utmoſt Severity ; and it is enu- 
merated by the Prophets among the various other 
Crimes, for which they were at laſt ſwept, away 
into Captivity by the Chaldeans. Whether the 
total Diſregard of 7his Precept, which has pre- 
vailed fo long in the greateſt Part of the Chriſ- 

tian World, may not be imputed to them as a 
Crime, and conſequently, in ſome Degree, at leaſt, 
contribute towards HT up their reſpective Mea- 
ſures of Iniquity, I leave to your ſerious Con- 
ſideration. 

I jus hinted, that one Reaſon for the Pro- 
hibition of eating Bload, might be, that when 
Men were appris d of the myſterious Nature of 
Blood; a due Senſe of the Dignity and Importance 
of that vital Fluid, might be one Means of re- 
ſtraining them from ſhedding it wantonly or wick- 
Ay at the Inftigation of their Paſſions. But though 
the ſhedding human Blood was fo great a Crime, 
that God commanded no leſs a Penalty 5 

Deat 
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Death to be inflicted upon the guilty Perſon; yet 
the higheſt poſſible Aggravation of this Crime 
was, when Men made their Fellow- creatures the 
Victims of their inhuman Sacrifices, as the moſt 
acceptable of all Offerings to the Deity. This 
infernal Cuſtom was carried to ſo great a Height, 
that at laſt they ſacrificed even their own Chil- 
dren ; and as God denounced the moſt dreadful 
Puniſhment againſt all thoſe who were this Way 
criminal, and as Fire and the Sword were the 
Inſtruments generally us'd to deſtroy the Victims 
in this kind of Sacrifices, fo they were generally 
employ'd by God in the Puniſbment of the Au- 
thors of theſe diabolical Oblaizons. That this exe- 
crable Practice prevailed through all the Coun- 
try of Canaan, is evident from the Hiſtory of the 
Bible ; and that Fire under various Emblems was 
the chief Object of Worſhip among that idolatrous 
People. Now, as the Territories of Sodom were 
a Part of that Country, I don't in the leaſt doubt, 
but the Inhabitants of that City were equally 
guilty with the reſt of their Neighbours z and 
though the abominable Sin of Sodomy was ſo 
reigning a Vice amongſt them as even to take 
its Name from that abandon'd City, yet, though, 
J allow it to be one great Cauſe, fill I do not 
think it the ozxly One which provoked God to 
make that Place ſuck a dreadful Scene of unex- 
ampled Vengeance. For J obſerve, that when- 
ever the epitbet Righteous is given to any Man 


in the ſacred Writings, it conſtantly implies a 
Man, 
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Man who is diſtinguiſhed as a Worlbipper of 
the Only True God, in Oppoſition to thoſe who 
had revolted, and turn: Idolaters. Now as Mo- 
ſes tells us, that not Ten Righteous Men were 
to be found amongſt that whole People ; it ſeems 
to me very evident, that they were to the full as 
guilty of the ſame Idolatry, and, conſequently, of 
the ſame impious Rites of Worſhip by human Sa- 
crifices, as the reſt of the Canaanites: Though, as 
the horrid Crime of Sodomy ſeems to have been 
their darling Vice, and remarkably more fo than 
of any of their Neighbours, it ſeems moſt certain 
that, that Sin alone fully compleated the Meaſure 
of their Iniquity, and brought on their Deſtruction: 
For if not Ten Men could have been found amongſt 
them but what had been wholly addiFed to this moſt. 
anatural Vice, Propagation would ſoon have been 
at an En, and thevery Raceof that abominablePeo- 
ple muſt in a ſhort Time have been totally extin. 
The ancient Germans, and other northern Nations. 
are ſaid by Cæſar and ſome other of the Roman 
Hiſtorians, to have been guilty of this inhuman 
Cuſtom of ſacrificing their Fellow- creatures; but 
that ſeems to be a Story taken upon Truſt from 
Hearſay only, or rather forg'd, as I don't find it 
at all confirmed by proper Evidence: I therefore 
think the Veracity of this Part of their Hiſtory is 
greatly to be ſuſpected. But that the Peruvians 
and Mexicans had long been guilty of this moſt 
execrable Impiety ; that they had from Time im- 

memorial conſtantly ſacriſicd a Certain Numher 


of 
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of their Priſoners taken in War, to their chief 
Idols, is a Fact never yet denied, or fo much, to 
the beſt of my Knowledge, as diſputed. When 
they had at length therefore quite #/Pd up the 
Meaſure of their Iniquity, God permitted the Spa- 
niards to diſcover that Country, and then deliver- 
ed them into the Hands of thoſe rapacious and 
mercileſs Invaders. 

Ir then the Almighty conſtantly ſhew'd His 
Deteſtation of this Crime, by the terrible Pu- 
niſhments He inflifted upon the Offenders, ſhall 
we be at all furpriz'd at the Fate of the City 
of Liſbon, or at thoſe repeated Strokes of Divine 
Vengeance which the unhappy Kindom of Por- 
tugal ſtill groans under? Need I deſcribe the 
favage Horrors of the mercileſs Inquifition 2 Was 
not every Auto de Fe a ſhocking Scene of religious 
Butchery, where Numbers of unhappy Wretches, 
without Diſtinction of Age or Sex, were offer'd 
up by Fire? And were not thoſe infernal Sa- 
crifices always attended with the whole Parade 
of Ceremonies generally us'd in the moſt ſolemy 
Acts of their Religion? Do not theſe miſerable 
Sufferers fall Victims to the Avarice as well as 
to the Bigotry of the Inquiſitors? Are they not 
totally ſtript of their whole Subſtance ? then af- 
ter they have undergone all the moſt agonizing 
Tortures, which the Vis or Malice of their dia- 
bolical Tormentors could invent, are they not 
dragg'd out of thoſe horrible Dungeons, weak 
and emaciated with Hunger, dreſs'd up in Fool's 
Coats, 
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Coats, and even eſcorted to the Place of Sacrifice 
by Perſons of the firſ# Rank, with all the Pagean- 
try of their Religion, amidſt the Acclamations of 
the moſt ignorant, and moſt bigotted Race of 

Men, that ever pretended to the Name of Chriſ- 
tians ? Are not the greateſt Part of theſe miſe- 
rable Victims, People who differ from them in 
Modes of Faith only; and are there not ſome- 
times Chriſtians Her d up, who happen to diſſent 
from them only in ſome Opinions? Have not re- 
ligious Men (as they are term'd) the chief Su- 
perintendance of theſe moſt impious Solemnities; 
and are not thoſe bloody Men (a Race truly 
worthy of their firſt Founder, that Firebrand Do- 
minick) the Perſons who preſide at that helliſh 
Tribunal? Though the Jets are the chief Ob- 
jects of their Cruelty, would not hoſe Chriſtians, 
whom they file Hereticks, ſhare the ſame dread- 
ful Fate, if they were not afraid of drawing upon 
themſelves the juſt Reſentment of the different 
Proteſtant. Powers in Europe? I hope, Sir, you 

will excuſe the Warmth with which I have ex- 
preſs'd my Sentiments upon this Subject; for I 
think there cannot be a more palpable Mockery 
of God, than ſuch an open and impious Viola. 
ion of One of His firſt and greateſt Laws, un- 
der a Pretence of doing Him Honour; nor 4 
greater Indignity offer'd to a Religion, of which 
they boaſt themſelves to be the puref and moſt 
zealous Profeſſors; a Religion which, at the fame 
Time, breathes throughout the moſt exalted, and 
| "i th & 
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the moſt unbounded Charity. —That Idolatry was 
the higheſt Act of Treaſon which could be com- 

mite againſt God, is evident from almoſt every 

Page in the ſacred Writings : and that Deſttuc- 

tion was conſtantly denbumced againſt every Na- 

tion which perfiſted in this Crime: And even 

prophane Hiſtory can inform us, how certainly, 

and how ſeverely this terrible Decree was put in 
execution, ſince there is ſcarce any thing now left 
befides the bare Memory, of all thoſe powerful 
Nations, whoſe final Doom God denounced by 
His Prophets for their obſtinate Perſeverance in 
this Sin, which Doom we find recorded in their 
ſeveral Writings. I muſt own Sir, I have learn'd 
my Notion of Idolatry from the Writings of Mo- 
ſes and the Prophets in their original language 3 

nor can I reconcile my ſelf to thoſe ſcholaſtic Di- 
Ninctions of the Latria or Supreme Worſhip due 
and paid to God only; the Hyperdulia, or Middle 
kind of Worſhip, as I may term it, pecullar to 
the Virgin Mary, and their Dulia of Inferior 
kind of Worſhip with which the Catholicks (as 
they term themſelves) are pleas'd to Honour their 
Saints of bdth Sexes. I cannot find the leaſt 

Foundation for theſe DiftinBions in the Scrip- 

ture; I muſt therefore conclude them to be the 
poor Subterfuge of a Set of Defigning Men, whoſe 
private Intereſt firſt prompted them to contrive 
this Mole of Worſhip,” and who from the ſame 
lucrative View were obliged to ſupport it againſt all 
eee 2 Moſes informs me, that God nor 
f: H __ _ealy 
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only forbade any Act of Adoration. to be paid to 
any, even the moſt excellent of his Creatures, 
but even to make any Image or Reſemblance of 
Himſelf, leſt they ſhould in Time entertain the 
ſame low grovelling Idea of His Divine Nature as 
the idolatrous Nations actually did at that Time, 
and like them degenerate ſo far at laſt, by being 
familiaris'd to thoſe kinds -of material Reſem- 
blances, as to worſhip His Creatures. The Rea- 
ſon for this Prohibition I find thus given by God 
Himſelf, Deut. iv. 15, 16, Sc. Take ye 
< therefore good Heed unto your. felves, (for 
« ye ſaw no Manner of Similitude on the Day 
<«<. that the Lord ſpake unto, you in Horeb out of 
the midſt of the Fire: :) Leſt ye corrupt your- 


La 
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| &. ſelves and make you a Craven Image the Si. 


86 militude of any- Figure, or Form, the Likensſs 


of Male or Female,” &c. And the Reaſon is 
gievn afterwards, in the 19th ver. Leſt thou 


ſhouldſt be driven, or tempted to nk p them 
« and to. ſerve them.“ Judge then, Sir, how I 
muſt have been ſhockd, when every Church 
in the Catholick Countries through all which I 


have travell'd, ſtruck me with che baſpbemous 


Repreſentation of the Supreme Being, under the 
Figure of a venerable old Man; either in a grauen 
Image or a painted Pifture. But if any Image or 


Similitade. of the Supreme God was fo expreſsly 
prohibited, what muſt ,, we think of that vaſt 
Number of Images of. He and She Saints with 
which their Churches are crowded; each of which, 
„0 2 On 
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on their reſpective Holidays, are dreſs'd out in the 
reigning Mode of the Country, and bedeck'd 
with all the Ornaments and even Trinkets of Mo- 
dern Finery? In what Light can we conſider 
the offering Incenſe, the Genuflections and Pro- 
ſtrations before theſe ſenſeleſs Blocks, and addreſſing 
the Proto- types, or Perſons they repreſent, in 
Terms applicable only to the Supreme Being? 
All this J have frequently ſeen and heard; but 
as I am not meddling with Controverſy, I muſt 
refer you for ampler Proof to thoſe blaſphemons 
Pieces the P/alter and Offices of the Virgin Mary, 
| &c. But before I quit this Subject, I cannot help 
juſt mentioning that ludicrous Cuſtom of the 
Mariners of a certain Catholic Nation in duck- 
ing the Image of their Patron, Saint Antonio, in 
the Sea, after their Prayers to him for a fair 
Wind have prov'd ineffectual; becauſe I find it 
exactly parallel to the Behaviour of the Oft:acks, 
a ſavage People in Siberia. The poor Oftiack 
dreſſes up his coarſe Wooden God with Pieces of 
Rags, Furs, &c. (all the Finery which he is Maſter 
of) places him in a Tree, beſmears him with the 
Blood and Fat of Beaſts, and implores from 
him Plenty of Game and good Luck in hunting. 
If he fails of Succeſs, his Prayers are changed 
into Threatnings, and if his i] Luck ſtill conti- 
nues, he drags his God from his Tree, throws 
him into a Pit of Ordure, and bids him lye there 
till he is in a better Humour, When he judges 
Gee the Hiſtory of Siberia, by a Swediſh Officer. 
| 3 by 
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by his Change of Luck, that his God's Humour 
is alter d too for the better, he takes him out of 
his filthy Place of Puniſhment, waſhes and dreſſes 
him up again in freſh Rags, reinſtates him, in his 
former Poſt, beſmears him afreſh with the Blood 
and Fat of the Game he has kill'd by Way of 
Offering, and tenderly expoſtulates with him far 
his Behaviour to him who had been his con- 
Rant Worſhipper, frankly telling him, that his 
own ſullen Humour was the Occaſion of his being 
treated with ſo much Tndignity, If ſome Excuſe 
may be made for the poor ignorant and unen- 
lighten'd Oftiack, none certainly can be admited 
for ſuch People who enjoy the double Advantage 
of Revelation and Learning; and if 1dlatry is de- 
find in the facred Writings © to be the wor- 
* ſhipping any hing whatſoever, which is ſtiled 
in Hebrew, Lo El, Not God,” we muſt con- 
clude the Portugueſe to be more groſs Idalaters 
than any of the moſt ſavage Nations. 

I cannoT here omit one remarkable Circum- 
ſtance, which, I own, ſtrikes me very ſtrongly 
upon this Occaſion. The ſacred Writers inva- 
riably agree, that Idolaters were to be always 
puniſhed with Death as ouilty of the higheſt poſſi- 
ble Adt of Treaſon againſt their Almighty Sove- 
' reign; and their various Idols with their Tem- 
| ples and all the various Apparatus of their Wor- 
foip, were commanded conſtantly to be deſtroyd 
by Fire. This terrible Decree was ſometimes 
ecuted by an immediate Exertion of the Divine 
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Power on ſome ſignal Occafions ; but generally by 
the Agency of human Means in Obedience to the 
Divine Commands. Now as no authentic Detail 
of the Particulars of the dreadful Cataſtrophe of 
Liſbon, St. Ubes, Faro, &c. in that unhappy 
Kingdom are yet come to hand, I cannot be 
quite ſo explicit in the Application of this firiking 
Remark, as I may perhaps be, when we are fur- 
niſhed with a faithful Relation of the whole Af- 
fair, and a diſtin& Deſcription of all the direful 
Circumſtances which attended this Scene of Ruin. 
All Accounts hitherto received agree ;— That the 
Earthquake began, and that Fire compleated the 
Deſolation of Liſbon; and they only differ as to 
the Origin of this dreadful Inſtrument of De- 
ſtruction. Some Accounts affirm; that it burſt 
in an extraordinary Manner out of the Fiſſures of 
the Earth; other Relations ſay, that it aroſe 
from the more ordinary Means of Lamps and 
| Candles lighted up before their Altars, or from 
culinary Fires. From which of theſe Cauſes it 
proceeded, we are not yet able to determine ; but 
this however we may moſt certainly conclude ;— 
that Fire was one principal Agent employ'd in the 
Subverſion of that late magnificent City. 

3 PROPOS'D, Sir, to have concluded this Let- 
ter long before; but as ſucceſſive Accounts ar- 
rv d Poſt after Poſt of the continued Progreſs of 
theſe various Commotions ; as they came ſo thick, 

that, like Job's Meſſengers, they ſeemed to tread 
upon one another 8 Heels: 1 could not lay down 


my 
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my Pen, till I had made ſome Inquiry into the 
Mcral Cauſe, which I thought of infinitely more 
confequence for us to know at this Jundture than 
the Phyfical; ſince from the Knowledge of the 
Moral Cauſe and tbat only, we may learn the true 
Means of quieting our Fears, and inſuring our 
Safety. If our Accounts are to be depended 
upon, the firſt Perception of theſe Commotions ſeems 
to have been in the North of Europe, and they have 
ſince been felt, not only in various Parts of Eu- 
rope, but in Africa and North America; though as 
Ships arrive from more diſtant Countries, we may 
very probably hear of the dreadful Ravages they 
may have made in different Parts of the other - He- 
miſphere. Their Directions ſeem at preſent 1 
we can only judge by the very imperfe&t Ac- 
couts we have as yet received) to be chiefly to 
the Southward and the Weſtward, and what 
Aſſurance can we have, that they may not con- 
tinue their Progreſs round the Globe, and at laſt 
terminate where they firſt began, and perhaps too 
with redoubled Fury ?!——The more I reflect up- 
on the Circumſtances attending theſe Commotions> 
the more I am confirm'd in my Opinion, that 
the true philoſophical Solution of theſe terrible 
Phenomena is to beſought for only in the ſacred 
Writings, and in their Original Language only. 
For I could never yet meet with any Tranſlation 
that ever came up to the Force and Energy of the 
Hebrew ; nay, in numerous Inſtances, (which I 
may probably have Occaſion to take Notice of 

| in 
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in my ſubſequent Letters) have © much as given 
us the true gennine Idea or Meaning, which the 
Word, when traced up to its Root, moſt evident- 
ly carries in the Original. J am ſtill more and 
more-convinced, that the Great Deep is the Place 
from whence all theſe ſtrange Commotions take 
their Riſe, and that from the violent and re- 
peated Impulſes of the Waters through the Foun- 
tains or Apertures of the Great Deep, all theſe 
Water-quakes ; all thoſe quick and unuſual Fluxes 
and Refluxes of Tides ; thoſe terrible Inunda- 
tions from the Sea, and furious Eruptions of 
Water out of Mountains, ting'd with the Colour 
of Minerals lodg'd in the Fiſſures through which 
they were impell'd, may be accounted for, and, 
in my Opinion, from that only. From that 
mighty Store-houſe of Waters, and that Treaſury 
of the Wings, which are emphatically ſtiled in the 
Scripture, God's $tore-houſes and God's Treaſu- 
ries, I'deduce the Origin of all Hurricanes, Tor- 
nadoes, Whirlwinds and Water-{pouts, and thoſe 
Kinds of Phenomena, which are a Part of the 
Wonders of God in the Deep, and happen fo fre- 
quently in the hot Climates. I have frequently 
_ obſerved in the main Ocean (when we were at a 
great Diſtance from Land, and the Meather per- 
fectly calm) a Column of Vapour riſe ſlowly out 
of the Sea, aſcend gradually higher and higher, 
and grow thicker and darker by the Acceſſion of 
Vapours continually aſcending, till it formed a 
* of Clouds of vaſt Extent and an amazing 
 Blacknels, 
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Blackneſs. The Conſequence of this Phenome- 
non was always a very hard Gale of Wind ac 
companied with terrible Thunder and Light: 
ning and a very heavy Rain, wh'ch continued 
till that Body of Vapours was totally diffipated: 
I have obſerv'd the ſame Phenomenon both in the 
Baltic and Northern Sea in the Summer Tithe, 
and undoubtedly the ſame might be ob/erv'd 
there in the Depth of Winter, if thoſe Seas were 
navigable at that Seaſon ; as Thunder-ſtorms 

frequently happen, even in Winter, in the high- 
eſt Latitudes that are inhabited. That the Sun 
may have ſome Influence in aſſiſting the Aſcent 
of this vi/ible Column of Vapours when at, and 
above the Surface of the Ocean, is very proba- 
ble; but that the Heat of the Sun (at that time 
equally diffus'd over the vaſt Ocean where I firſt 
obſerv'd this Phenomenon) ſhould only affect one 
very ſmall Part of it and not the other, ſeems 
to me impoſſible ; for the Baſe of the Column of 
Vapour at the Surface of the Water did not ſeem 
to be half a Mile in Extent, and the Diftance of 
it from the Ship I then was in, was not juag d to 
be a League by by our ableſt Mariners. No, 
Sir, it is evident to me, that this Column aroſe 
through the Ocean from thoſe immenſe Treaſu- 
ries of God, out of which He calls forth. His 
Storms and Tempeſts ; and the terrible Thunder 
and Lightning, which enſued, convinces me, 
that it was violently impelled through the Fiſſures 
of the Earth beneath the Area of the Ocean, 
and 
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: and WAS ſtrongly impregnated with Particles of 


the Minerals, as Sulphur, Nitre, Sc. which were 


lodged i in thoſe Fiſſures ; which Particles it Hurri- 
ed upwards along with it in its Paſſage, I am 
ſtill more confirzed in my Opinion, when I re- 
flect upon thoſe frequent and violent Zruptions of 
Vapours in Greenland even in the Midſt of the ſe- 
vereſt Winter. The Daniſh Miſſionaries, who 
have been Eye-witneſſes of this Phenomenon, 
_ aſſure us, that theſe Yapours ariſe out of the 
Sea with an Exploſion equal to the Noiſe of 
Thunder; tear vaſt Rifts in ſolid Bodies of Ice 
of an incredible Thickneſs, and appear in the 
Form of a thick Miſt above the Surface, and are 


fo bot as to „inge the Eye-brows, and Beards, and 


even ſcorch the Faces of the Inhabitants, who are ſo 


- unfortunate asto beſurpriz'd andenvelop'd in them 


at the Time of their Eruption. Now, as the Sun 
is at that Time at, or near its Summer Solſtice in 

the Southern Hemiſphere, and, conſequently, at its 
_ greateſt Diſtance from that Part of the Globe; it 
is not poſſible that it can have any Share in the 
Production of this odd Phenomenon. 
Air or Ether, and Light, including Fire, are the 
Principal Agents employ'd on theſe Occaſions 


under the immediate Direction of the Ruahh, | 


will, I hope, appear very evidently -in my other 
Letters, when I ſhall deſcend to particulars. 
And in Reality, are we Judges of the moſt im- 
menſe compreſſive Power of the Etbers, in 
« which is the Strength of God,” as it is moſt 

I emphatically 


That the 


E 
empbatically expreſs d in Scripture? Can we ei- 
mate the amazing Force and Velocity which can 
be exerted by . Light ineluding Fire? We may 
indeed form ſome Idea of it from the dreadful 
and almoſt inſtantaneous Effecis of Lightning, and 
alſo (though in a much inferior Degree) from the 
Effects of Rays of the Sun collected and concen- 
ler d by a Concave Speculum. 
Tov will obſerve, Sir, that in this Lug Let- 
ter, I have only thrown out Hints relative to the 
Principles of the Moſaic Philoſophy, and that till 
we have a diſtin& and circumſtantial Detail of 
the Particulars of theſe various Phenomena found- 
ed upon proper, authentic Evidence, it would be 
Time thrown away to attempt their Solution. For 
the Accounts we have receiv'd at preſent are fo 
| vague and imperfect, and ſometimes fo contra- 
dictory, that they ſeem rather calculated to amuſe 
or aſtoniſb, than to inform us. I muſt beg Leave, 
however, to conclude with a Remark which I 
had omitted; becauſe I think it extremely appo- 
te to the preſent State of our own Nation. — 
The Prophet Ezekiel tells us in the 16th chap. 
49th ver. that the Iniquity of Sodom was Pride, 
6 Fullneſs of Bread and Abundance of Idle- 
& neſs.” The word Sheket in Hebrew, here tranſ” 
lated Wdleneſs, conveys a very extenſive Idea, and 
means that Kind of voluptuous Indolence, which 
ariſes from the Security of Peace, and the A, 
fluence of all the various Means of Luxury; and 
is, ſtriftly ſpcaking, the Idleneſs of the Mind; and 
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1 
is to be diſtinguiſhed from the Hebrew word Gnat- 
ſelab, which ſignifies the Lazineſs, or the Idle- 
neſs of the Body as to manual Labour. The 


Idleneſs of the Mind moſt certainly includes the 


Idea of the Idleneſs of the Body; and as the former 
was the great Source of Vice in Perſons of the 


higher Rank in Life; ſo the latter was very probably 


the Bane of the loweſt Claſs of People, and 
might give riſe to Thefts, Robberies, and ſuch 
rapacious Acts of Violence, as we our ſelves too 
fatally experience at this very Time, and from the 
very ſame Cauſe. The Taleneſs of Sodom there- 
fore conſiſted in what we now expreſs by the 
_ faſhionable Term of killing Time; that is, in 


wickedly throwing away that Time which ſhould 


have been ſpent in the Diſcharge of their Duty 
towards God and Man, not only in the Commiſ- 
fion of the moſt atrocious Crimes, ſuch as that in- 
fernal Vice to which that City gave Name; but 
in all the other Conſequences of Luxury ariſing 
from Wealth and Plenty, ſuch as Dreſs, Diver- 


ſions, &c,—Should we now bring the preſent 
State of the Manners of our own Country to 


this 7%, I fear the Reſemblance would be too 
ſtriking. —If Idolatry conſiſted in transferring the 
Allegiance due only to the Creator and paying it 
to His Creatures; Infidelity, a Crime which 
ſpreads ſo greatly in our Nation, is an actual Re- 
nunciation of all Allegiance to God, and ſaying, 
« We will not have Thee to rule over us.” 
Both are overt Ads of flat Rebellion and Treaſon 

| againſt 


iy a ws Tame Pngbaienj. 1 uche 
too, that the almoſt total Corruption of Maiwiers, 
-dnd the inflriable Rag/as I ity mayguitly term it, 
a Nous, ſuch as Cards, the Publick Gar- : 
by T boatrital Enteftainments, &c. which pre- 
vail fo imnmoderatehy in this Country, nay, even 
at this moſt alarming Juncture, too neay res 
Ani the Idleneſs of Sodom. | 
To draw a perfect Portrait of the preſent 
3 Date of this Nation; would be a Toft too invi- 
dious: I mult therefore refer you to that ſtrong 
 Pifture of the Munners of the Britins when they | 
were totally over: run by the Saxons, as drawn by 
Gildas *, and as you find the Reſemblance more 
ot leſs imine, ſo you may judge of what may, or ' 
may not be expected at this Juncture.—In the 
mean Time 1 know but one Way to deprecate 
che Divine Vengeance, and flop the wp-lifted 
Thunder- bolt; which is, by having Recourſe to 
thoſe Means which God himſelf has appointed for 
chat ud in the ſacred Writings.—Would but 
each of us endeavour to be a Good Man, then | 


Si Fractus Illabatur O; . 
Ern ferient Raine. Hon. 
* Foe Giidas de Excid, Brican | 
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